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In 2002, Susie Jean was
warching a television newscast ar
her home in Douglasville, Ga. {pop.
20063), when she saw a horrific
scenet a fleeing criminal facally
shooting & police dog.

“I had ro do something,” says
Jean, 51, who was greving over

the recent losgof her cwo beloved
German shepherds,

The next day she contacred. her
local }m!i{f ;.if.'].'-;l]‘t:rnr.'llt and learned
that, like most police deparcments,
it didnt have money o eguip s
k-9 counterparts  with buller-
resiscant vests, which can cost more
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than $700 apiece. Thats when she
decided to-rase the money herself,

I started with donation’ boxes ae
et 5O00E  OOULNTETS and \"t'lt‘ri[].il.l"}'
offices,” recalls Jean, who now Lives
in Socorro, N.M. (pop. 8,877

She then conracted Robert Yurman
of Uniform Sales of America,
i Georgia-based distmbumor  of
balliseic vests for dogs, and explained
her plans to donare veses o police
deparrments across the nation. “She
was cerainly doing a worchwhale
venture.” Yurman says, “so we saic
we'd sell ber ehe vests ac our cost o
help keep her coses down.”

Within two months Jean had
raised epough money o purchase
two vests  for  che E'}nugfusvilja_-

Canine members of the Douglasville
(Ga.) Police Department, posing with
their hurman handlers, were among the
first to receive bullet-resistant vests
through jean's fundraising efforcs.
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increase  her  fundraising  effores,
she started a nonprofit organizanon
called Vese 'N PP (Police Dog
Procection), and creared che website
1 .:.:'!'x*'.l’-’?.ll.“-‘..':.'-.n.w.r o promote the
cause. Word of her work spread
among  police  deparrmenes,  and
vest reguests began pouring in,
One such request came  from
David Carleron, 46, a deputy sheriff
and dog handler in Forsyth County,
MNC. Carderon mer his German
shepherd Blek while serving in Irag
in 2003, The dog, which specializes
in explosives detection, wore a pack
that carried Carleton’s ammunicion.
“I made a deal wich him char if he
kepr me alive, then I'd ek care of him
when we came back,” Careton says.
When he and Blek wenr to work
for rhe sheriffs department in
2006, a ballistics vese was part of
Carleton’s uniform, but not Bleks,



So Carleron called Jean. “She precry
much took care of all the rest,” he says,
Five weeks later the dog was parading
around in a new Kevlar vest with his
name embroidered on the side.

The vest i one of more than 260 chat
she's supplicd m police deparements aoross
the nation since 2002, Whenever possible,
Jean personally presenrs the vests o police
officers who pequest them, spending ber
own money o make the trp.

“I wane people to know that 97 to 99
percent of donations go o purchasing
veses,” she says. “When 1 rravel, [ pay
my own way.”

Although her organization 15 small—her
hushand, Ross, is her most decicared
volunmer—her effors mean a grear deal
o police officers with canine companions.

“Susic Jean is an amazing person,”
says Chris Obenland, a Housron, Texas,
police officer and dog handler who
receved a vest for his Belgian Malins,
namied Shadow, in 2007,

“You become one with char dog,
you're & team,” Obenland says. "1 love
Shadow to deach. [ see him more than
I see my family. [ wane him to survive
any atcack. Susie Jean's work will help
make thar possible”

Jean raises most of the money through
privace donations from indviduals, as well
as a few granes. Irs a loe of work, bue she
rernains passionate abour her mission,

“A dog goes our with no fear and does
what he’s been trined to do withour 4
thought for personal danger,” Jean says.
"My effores are a small price to pay for
our police dogs that proeece their human
partner as well as our communicies.”

Story by Roleyr Hetrrison of Sam Antorsi, N.M.




